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by Antonio Vagniluca
ANABIC Genetic Centres Office

GENETIC CENTER

T
he winter auctions at the genetic cen-
tre finally saw the return to the three
standard groups making their appear-

ance for each breed. Taking place on this
past 12th, 13th and 14th December with its
customary programme, the auction featured

– in this order – the Marchigiana on the
opening day, followed on the next two days
by the Chianina and Romagnola, respec-
tively. It was thus up to the Marchigiana
(Table 1) to break the ice with 6 sires e-
qually divided between AI and NS. Interest-

Regio di Sant’Anna, Top Price at the Chianina auction

Auctions under the tree

Table No. 1 Marchigiana

Collar AI Test Morph. Price
No. Name Father NS BSI ADG Val. Pts Breeder Buyer Euro

120 Rodeo Nek x IA 128,5 1.499 86,3 Smargiassi Domenicone 5.750
Valdolmo Dolce Piero - AN Bruno TE

102 Renoir Birbo x IA 127,3 1.651 84,0 Cagnetti Zootecnica 3.100
Nerino Tommaso Serralta MC

119 Rubens Omero x IA 123,7 1.636 84,0 Mattei Az. Agr. 4.500
Nettuno Simone Moretti PU 

134 Ravvento Lezio x   FN 110,9 1.528 82,0 Donninelli Conestà 2.900
Enea Armando Marco MC

116 Rambo Erode x FN 109,0 1.265 83,0 Ciccioli Federico 3.450
Lezio G.Franco Fernando AQ

136 Rambo Omero x FN 106,8 1.492 84,0 Mattei Giovanni Di Mercurio 4.050
Fulmine Matteo Costantino TE
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ing for their morphology, test results and
pedigree combinations, these animals were
evaluated by a fairly large group of breed-
ers, who expressed positive judgements on
the quality of the animals, also setting a
particularly brisk pace for the auction due
to the presence of numerous buyers. Com-
manding the top price was Rodeo Valdolmo
from Ancona, a son of Neck out of Dolce,
presented by Piero Smargiassi and pur-
chased for 5,750 euro by Bruno Domeni-
cone of Teramo. This promising animal, s-
tanding out for his long trunk, muscle de-
velopment, and structural solidity, was
signed up with the Bulls Centre of Macera-
ta. The second-best price of the day, to-
talling 4,500 euro, was fetched by Rubens,
a vigorous son of Omero presented by Si-
mone Mattei of Pesaro, and purchased by
the Moretti Giuseppe farm of Acqualagna,
(Pesaro-Urbino). Lastly, worthy of note
was the large group of representatives of
breeders from Abruzzo, coming from the
various provinces, whom we hope to see
participate actively in similar numbers in
the coming auctions as well!
The Chianina (Table 2), featured on the
middle day, did not disappoint the tradition-
al affection of its breeders for the test-end
auctions. Of the 11 bull calves featured, on-

ly one was suitable for natural service, con-
firming the high genetic level of the entire
group of animals. The highest price, 4,650
euro, was attained by Regio of S. Anna. A
vigorous son of Diro out of Deodato, bred
in Arezzo by Emilio Mencarelli and pur-
chased by the Bagnani farm of Incisa, he
showed excellent test data, a balanced mor-
phology, and a pedigree with a deep, open
maternal line. The second-highest price,
4,350 euro, was obtained by Rotto of Siena,
presented by the Palazzo farm of Nardi, for
the originality of his pedigree (Escato x Gi-
gante), morphological correctness, and
depth of his maternal line. Lastly, worthy of
note is the fact that the last bull auctioned,
Rio del Pietreto from Viterbo, son of Lio
out of Drea, was purchased by the Pandolfo
farm of Potenza, to whom we wish the best
for the breed’s success in the region of
Basilicata! Even though it was not a record
auction in terms of prices, the Chianina
breeders once again confirmed their close-
ness to the selection work carried out by the
ANABIC at the Genetic Centre. A pleasant
side note in connection with the Chianina
auction was the round of Parmesan cheese
offered to the breeders by the “Chianina di
Canossa” farm, Umberto and Mauro Bigi’s
well-known breeding farm in Reggio Emil-

Table No. 1 Chianina

Collar AI Test Morph. Price
No. Name Father NS BSI ADG Val. Pts Breeder Buyer Euro

138 Ronaldo Dazzo x IA 134,8 1.520 82,0 Az. Agr. Az. Agr. 3.000
Grido F.lli Fabbrini Pandolfo - PZ

123 Rogiolo Ligio x IA 130,5 1.858 83,0 Bastianini Az. Agr. 3.800
Dazzo Tullio Ponte a Rigo - SI

139 Ricò Fanfullo x IA 128,2 1.626 84,0 Luchetti Berti 4.150
Dazzo B.&C. - PG Enrico - PG 

107 Rotto Escato x   IA 123,1 1.677 84,0 Az. Agr. Az. Agr. 4.350
Gigante Palazzo di Nardi Ponte a Rigo - SI

124 Ronaldino Mandrillo x IA 123,0 1.573 83,0 Guerrieri Bacchettoni 3.450
Beccaccino Enzo - LI Antonio - PG

108 Regio Diro x IA 121,4 1.810 84,0 Mencarelli Az. Agr. 4.650
Deodato Emilio - AR Bagnani - FI

106 Raimondo Limone x IA 121,0 1.460 83,0 Ceccobao F.lli 3.800
Liso di P. Alessandro - SI Fabbretti - AR 

126 Roneo Dazzo x   IA 120,8 1.313 82,0 Ceccobao Bigi 3.550
Elvo di F. Alessandro - SI Umberto - RE

137 Rambo Eugenio x IA 119,6 1.419 85,0 Marcucci Luchetti 3.700
Dazzo Giancarlo - PG B.&C. - PG

122 Romano Lio di MB x   IA 118,7 1.321 84,0 Favilli Ferri 3.650
Dazzo Orlando - LI Marini L.- AR

105 Rio Lio di MB x IA 115,1 1.890 82,0 Az. Agr. Az. Agr. 3.650
Drea Pratoleva - VT Pandolfo - PZ
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ia, the recent winner of the national “Oscar
Green 2006” prize for the “Communication
and Transparency” category, which they
wanted to dedicate to all the Chianina
breeders. This important recognition was
awarded to them, according to the official
statement, “for the capacity to communi-
cate the value of an ancient, yet extremely
modern, product such as Chianina beef”. To
the Bigi farm, which has been breeding and
promoting the Chianina with passion and
extreme professionalism for years, go the s-
incerest congratulations from all the breed-
ers and from the ANABIC.
For the Romagnola (Table 3) also, in the
centre of the ring for the closing auction,
there was no lack of support from breeders.
As for the Chianina, the animals qualified
for AI were clearly in the majority: 9 out of
the 11 judged. The catalogue bulls all came
from farms that traditionally take part in the
shows, supporting their test data with show-
level genetics. In his opening greetings,
ANABIC President Fausto Luchetti compli-
mented the owners of the animals on the
auction block, and greeted the breeders,
stressing how selection is the winning strat-
egy for competing in the cattle breeding
sector of the future. The bidding determined
the top price reached by La Fattoria Riche-

lieu, a powerful son of Inverno out of Az-
zurro presented by Emilio Donati and pur-
chased for 4,150 Euro by the Zattini Maria
Luisa farm of Forlì-Cesena. Worthy of note
in this animal was his particularly high
ADG index: 146. The second-highest price
was taken by La Viola Romano, a muscular
son of Mambo with a pedigree linebred to
Ramses, bred in Ravenna by Gian Michele
Graziani and purchased for 4,050 euro by
Mario Roverelli from Forlì-Cesena.
Thus ends another year of auctions at the
Genetic Centre. It was a difficult year
which, following the well-known health is-
sues, saw for the first time the appearance
of the standard 3 groups only on the occa-
sion of these last winter auctions. But most
of all – we must remember – the Centre’s
activity was profoundly affected by the loss
of Lucio, who left in legacy to the entire
white breed world the indelible mark of his
enormous human and professional quali-
ties. The ANABIC is also about to tackle a
new demanding year, which will be charac-
terized by a restructuring of the genetic
centre, with the same passion as always and
with the hope that the coming auctions can
take place in tranquillity, bringing breeders
the necessary and well-deserved economic
satisfaction.

Table No. 1 Romagmola

Collar AI Test Morph. Price
No. Name Father NS BSI ADG Val. Pts Breeder Buyer Euro

146 Richelieu VU Inverno x IA 135,4 1.520 86,0 Donati Zattini M. 4.150
Azzurro Emilio Luisa - FC

112 Robroy VU Navaho x IA 132,6 1.858 85,0 Giuliani CTA 3.600
VU Imothep Gianluca FC

131 Rudy VU NewYork x IA 126,8 1.626 84,3 Pondini Stoppa 3.500
Boy Luciana Ferdinando - FC

144 Rasmus VU Navaho x   IA 122,7 1.677 84,0 Giuliani Ceccarelli 3.600
Azzurro Gianluca Emiliano - FC

142 Rocco LV Mambo x IA 120,7 1.573 83,0 Az. Del Grosso 3.000
LV Gino La Viola Sebastiano - BO

129 Romano LV Mambo x IA 119,2 1.810 84,0 Az. Prato Roverelli 4.050
LV Idone Tassinari Mario - FC

115 Rustico VU NewYork x IA 115,8 1.460 84,0 Verlicchi CTA 3.900
Deriso Dino e Figli FC 

111 Rabal Bandolero x   IA 115,7 1.313 84,3 Ceccobao Berni 3.900
Boy Alessandro - SI Claudio - FC

143 Rocky F. Nadir x IA 115,6 1.419 83,0 Pilati Cremonini 3.000
Giosuè Corrado Mario - BO

128 Rodeo VU Manso x   FN 106,3 1.321 82,0 Mascheri Silvani 3.000
Eliseo Marinello Roberto - FC

130 Raggio VU Ivanhoe x FN 101,4 1.890 83,0 Stoppa Sampaoli 3.100
Indios Renato Giovanni - FC
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EXPERT
byi Matteo Ridolfi
Morphological Evaluations Office

UPDATES WORTHY OF FRAMING
The series of updates for Experts 

for 2006 are now over
THE “PRACTICE” MEETINGS

The autumn cycle of practical updates for AN-
ABIC Experts was again particularly intense this
year. The full schedule started on 27 August in
Città di Castello, on the occasion of the Provin-
cial Chianina Show, with the updating for
judges. The event, which was a total success, of-
fered participants the possibility to measure
themselves in conditions exactly like real ones,
with an audience present. Among the animals
used for the judging meeting were many “stars”
consecrated in the most important Chianina
rings, such as, for example, Giancarlo Marcuc-
ci’s Melinda di Moglie, and the Luchettis’ Ra-
diosa and Qualità. Under examination were the
reasons given by the judges in commenting their
classifications, which are an aspect of consider-
able technical, teaching, and promotional impor-
tance. The experts involved greatly appreciated
the initiative and the courteous hospitality they
received, for which we wish to express our sin-
cere thanks to the Perugia Provincial Breeders’
Association, represented by its president Luca
Panichi and director, Dr. Marco Prepi, as well as
to their staff.
The second meeting scheduled, which took place
on 31 August in Casteldelci, in the province of
Pesaro-Urbino, involved the Marchigiana ex-
perts, who met at the “Bigotta” farm of brothers
Vilmo and Alessandro Nuti. This grazing farm,
which was started up around twenty years ago
from a rather ordinary genetic base, has made
significant progress using exclusively perfor-
mance-tested bulls, used both in natural service
and, more recently, through AI. The comparison
among the older cows, the younger ones, and the
replacement heifers, perfectly suitable for the e-
valuations and the experts’ comparisons, high-
lighted the positive results of a scrupulous, me-
thodical selection. The Nuti farm, like all the oth-
er farms hosting the update meetings, received a
customized mating plan.
The following stage involved the Chianina ex-
perts, who met in Collevalenza di Todi (Perugia),
at Giancarlo Marcucci’s “di Moglie” farm, the

breed’s Umbrian stronghold. This nucleus, in ad-
dition to having produced Nurso, a sire widely
used in AI, has received prestigious awards with
Melinda and Nocca, known to aficionados as the
Grand and Reserve Champions of the Bastia
2006 National Show. The numerous heifers pre-
sent on this farm, which has around forty dairy
dams, were the subject of a particularly lively
and exciting competition. The Association’s sin-
cere thanks go to the Marcucci family, who dis-
played their proverbial hospitality.
The site of the next meeting, on 10 October, was
at Filippo and Gabriele Sbardella’s Torrecchia
Nuova farm, a historic breeding farm of the
Maremmana breed, situated in the heart of the
breeding area, at Cisterna di Latina. The groups
of cows of various ages used for the evaluations
were perfect for the comparisons and discussion
for both the linear classes attributed, and the sim-
ulated show classifications. After the sumptuous
lunch featuring the farm’s products kindly of-
fered by the owners, there was a pleasant tour
through the pastures, where it was possible to ap-
preciate the extremely high level of the herd,
which includes numerous mothers of animals
that have undergone performance tests at the Al-
berese centre. Among the many stand-outs, wor-
thy of mention was the veteran Energia, a grand
reserve champion of the national show of Allu-
miere and winner of the trophy named after Lu-
cio Migni. No less interesting were the bulls,
with stand-outs being Orso S., for his muscle de-
velopment and rump proportions, and Primo S.,
a balanced animal of considerable typicity.
Just two days later, on 12 October, it was the Ro-
magnola breed that met the experts, who got to-
gether at the Daga brothers’ Mezzacà farm in
Rocca S. Casciano (Forlì-Cesena). This farm has
two nuclei: a more ordinary one, which was the
starting base, and a group of animals purchased
later on from some of the breed’s best breeding
farms.
This situation, which has determined a wide
variability, especially with regard to the dimen-
sions, proved optimal for the updating, and was
particularly appreciated by the experts. Among
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the most striking animals on the farm, worthy of
note were Ville Unite Oz, the Senior Grand
Champion of the last two National shows, and
Primula delle Querce, who represented the Ro-
magnola breed at the World Congress in Gubbio
last year. For this meeting, we would like to
warmly thank Miriam and Gianni Daga for their
openness and hospitality, and Fabrizio Rabiti,
national expert and controller of the hosting
Provincial Breeders’ Association, for choosing
the groups of animals used for the meeting.
The last stage of the intense practical update tour
focused, on 18 October, on the Podolica breed,
for which the experts met at Giuseppe Bra-
mante’s farm in Rignano Garganico (Foggia).
The animals provided on this farm, characterized
by vast secular olive groves on the slopes of the
Gargano, were perfect for our purposes, both for
the analytical evaluation and for the discussion
of the simulated show classifications. The lunch,
served in the farm’s lovely farmhouse, closed the
meeting on an extremely pleasant note.

THE “THEORY” MEETING

As is customary, around one month after the
practical update meetings, the theory meeting
was held on 21-23 November at the ANABIC
offices. The event, which envisages the exami-
nation of the activity carried out each year by the
experts and the specific critical points, also fea-
tured, as speakers, several university professors
including Mariano Pauselli, Francesca Maria
Sarti, and Maurizio Monaci of the University of
Perugia, in addition to Roberto Mantovani of the
Department of Agriculture of the University of
Padua. The lesson topics ranged from farm man-
agement to the importance of morphological da-
ta for processing genetic indices, to the andro-
logical evaluation of the sires and the selective s-

trategies for the improvement of the
quality of the meat. Among the Associ-
ation’s officers there was, working with
me, Andrea Quaglia, of the Herdbook
office, who described the new Herd-
book rules. The participating experts at-
tended the proposed lessons with great
interest, asking the speakers numerous
questions, in what has by now become
a fixed appointment at the end of each
year. The last lesson scheduled, held by
me, reported on the 2006 show year,
which included national shows for all
five breeds, dwelling on the technical
contents expressed for the single breeds
in the various events. At the end of the
meeting, the plaques for the “experts of

the year”, which have by now become a high-
light of the event, were awarded, for 2006, to the
following experts:
Marchigiana breed: Antonio Politano for the
Benevento-Avellino zone
Chianina breed: “Massimo Guerrieri” plaque to
Natale Carelli for the Viterbo-Rieti zone
Romagnola breed: Duilio Bondi for the Forlì-
Cesena zone
Maremmana breed: Stefano Cortesi for the zone
of Rome
Podolica breed: Vito Marcantonio for the zone of
Potenza

In addition to these plaques, another one was
awarded for the first time: for the Judge of the
Year, named in memory of Lucio Migni. The
plaque for the judge who stands out each year a-
mong all those who have worked in the rings of
the national shows, was and will be an occasion
for all of us to remember, with great affection,
Lucio and his work.
The plaque was awarded, amidst warm applause,
to Antonio Vagniluca, the Head of the ANABIC
Genetic Centres, for his brilliant judgement on
the occasion of the 2006 National Chianina
Show in Bastia, an event that was unique for the
emotional intensity of those days and very diffi-
cult for the concentration of any judge.
As side events to the lessons, the Advisory Com-
mittee of Herdbook Experts, a morphological e-
valuation training meeting for Inspectors, and a
meeting for experts to be equipped with data
capture devices were organized. The atmosphere
of the meeting for the experts was extremely cor-
dial and marked by a rich exchange of experi-
ences among operators who, even if they work
with different breeds in situations that are often
even geographically far apart, have similar prob-
lems and share the same passion.

Giuseppe Bramante farm, Rignano Garganico (Foggia)
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by Matteo Ridolfi
Morphological Evaluations Office

MORPHOLOGICAL
EVALUATION

T
he cows conventionally called “Excellent”

(“Ottimo”) are those that receive a score of 90

points or higher in their morphological exam-

ination. Morphology is an important element in cattle

breeding, but alongside the aesthetic aspect, which is

indisputably satisfying for aficionados, it is necessary

to consider primarily the functional aspects, connect-

ed with the production policy, locomotor functionali-

ty, and longevity. The scientific world has been de-

voting itself for some time to these aspects in order to

provide objective selection tools for breeders, whose

herds must necessarily produce income. Morpholog-

ically valid livestock can give the breeder one more

tool in economic terms, in addition to the satisfac-

tion… “You can’t live on bread alone!” The list of an-

imals that have stood out for their correctness is pre-

sented in Taurus broken down by breed and province.

Alongside the cows known to aficionados for having

already made a name for themselves in the most im-

portant arenas, there are other, less well known, ones

who are waiting to be adequately enhanced. These

notes are meant to give the proper prominence to all,

highlighting what is perhaps the most satisfying as-

pect of the slow and often silent work of the breeders:

the creation of a beautiful cow.

MARCHIGIANA BREED

(see Table 1)

There are a total of 18 cows of the Marchigiana breed

classified as Excellent, all still present on their re-

spective farms, and scattered around in 13 groups in

7 provinces of the regions of Marches, Abruzzo, and

Sicily. Surprisingly, it is precisely a farm of the latter

region, the Torrazza farm of Termini Imerese, in the

province of Palermo, that can boast the highest num-

ber of Excellent cows within the framework of the w-

hole breed: 4. The bull with the highest number of off-

spring classified as Excellent for the Marchigiana

breed also belongs to the same farm; this is Didone,

son of Nettuno out of Atomo, used in natural servic-

ing. In second place, in this special classification,

made up of 13 fathers, is the great Mirino, with 2

daughters. Following, with one daughter each, are

Atomo, Belindo, Bilio, Birbo, Cefalo, Daino, Damas-

co, Dambo, Dolce, Erode, Erro, Feno, and Nettuno.

The province with the highest number of Excellent

cows is Macerata, with 6 cows on 5 farms, followed

by Palermo, Pesaro-Urbino (3 cows on 2 farms), An-

cona (2 cows on 2 farms), and Ascoli Piceno, Chieti

and Pescara, with one cow each. Scoring the highest

in the Marchigiana “jet set”, with 92 points, is Liberia,

the beautiful Damasco of the Fratelli Mei Carni farm,

whom many will remember as the female grand

champion of the 2005 National Show. The second

highest score, in descending order, 91 points, belongs

to Moretta, a Birbo born on the same farm and today

owned by Livio Mecatili of Ascoli, a cow that boasts

an important show past and holds, among the Excel-

lent cows, the best Cow Selection Index – 118.4 –

while the average CSI for the cows considered is

105.2. Many of the 18 Marchigiana “beauties” can

boast “heavy” prize collections. In addition to Liberia

and Moretta, we would like to mention Fava from

Macerata, the Nettuno of Marco Mei’s Mei farm,

multi-winner of the National, Nemia, the well-known

Erode out of Ermanna belonging to breeder Gaetano

Ercoli, and Italia, the Daino of the F.lli Mei Carni

farm. On the other hand, from Ancona comes Festosa,

Piero Smagiassi’s Dolce, who, in addition to being the

Senior Female Champion of the 2003 National, is al-

so the mother of numerous tested bulls. Another bull

mother is Erica from Pescara, a Belindo out of Erro

bred by Renato Ciarcelluti, of particular interest for

her open pedigree.

CHIANINA BREED

(see Table2)

It is the Chianina that can boast, among all the breeds,

the highest number of Excellent cows, with 78 scat-

tered among 27 farms of 9 provinces of the regions of

Tuscany, Umbria, Latium, and Emilia Romagna. The

latter region, an outpost of the Chianina breed, boasts

“Infima” (“lowly” in name only!), a daughter of Fa-

giano scoring 90 points, belonging to Umberto Bigi’s

Reggiano “Chianina di Canossa” farm. The region

with the highest number of Excellent cows is Umbria,

more precisely the province of Perugia, with 39 cows

on 6 farms. Next comes Livorno (Leghorn), with 13

cows on 8 farms; other locations of note are Siena and

Florence, with 6 Excellent cows each, followed by

Rieti and Pisa with 5 animals, then Arezzo with 2 and,

lastly, Reggio Emilia and Terni with one each. The

hard-to-beat record of 20 Excellent cows on a single

farm belongs to the farm of Luchetti Basilio and

Claudio in Collazzone (Perugia). Among these, most

of whom have been seen in show rings, worthy of

note are Mina, the Giunone twice National Champi-

on, the veteran Ester, a great “eternal second” on so

“EXCELLENT” COWS:
Let’s get to know them
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many occasions, Nara, a Fabio who has stood out s-

ince she was a heifer in the hottest rings, Qualità, an

Oliver out of Pergo who was Junior Champion at

Bastia 2006, and many others. Albeit with lower

numbers, there is a group of very competitive farms

with 5 Excellent cows each, including Gian Raffaele

Pittalis’s farm in Rieti, whose lovely dams were used

for the filming of the video of the World Congress in

Gubbio; Fosco and Mirko Mecherini’s “dei Melo-

grani” farm in Livorno, home to the great Isola, as

well as to Dorina, Innata, Nilla, and numerous other

female champions; and last but not least, Danilo

Migni’s farm in Perugia, a prestigious pool of cows of

great genetic substance. Owners of 4 Excellent cows

each are the Fabbrini brothers’ farm “il Chiostro” in

Siena, the birthplace of Dazzo, and Giancarlo Mar-

cucci’s “di Moglie” farm in Perugia, known both as

the birthplace of Nurso and for its brilliant results in

show arenas. Following with 3 Excellent cows each

are Silvia Baroncelli’s “il Colle” farm in Florence, of

which Giostra is the founder, and Pietro Paoletti’s “di

Maria Bianca” farm in Pisa, which has produced Lio.

These two groups precede Giovanni Pucci’s “di Per-

go” farm in Arezzo, with 2 titled Excellent cows:

Gedda and Rarità. Numerous other breeders current-

ly appear on the chart with just one “Excellent” cow,

but they surely have tomorrow’s champions in their

nursery, such as, for example, the Giannellini broth-

ers’ “di Polledraia” farm, well known as Mandrillo’s

birthplace. There are 3 cows with the highest scores

among the top models, all Perugian and classified

with 92 points. These are Giancarlo Marcucci’s

Melinda di Moglie, the well-known champion of the

2006 National and breed symbol at the World Con-

gress, Nara, the Luchettis’ Fabio, and Luna della Fa-

vorita, an Ammiraglio out of Esco belonging to Dani-

lo Migni. They are followed by 14 cows with scores

of 91 points, among which are numerous “stars” ad-

mired in the liveliest rings of recent years. Just to

mention a few, we can start with Genica, the ever-

green 17-year-old Urpino from the Pittalis farm, as

well as the Luchettis’ Mina, Ester, Mazza, Oata, and

Qualità. No less impressive are Nocca di Moglie, the

Grand Reserve Dazzo of the 2006 National owned by

Giancarlo Marcucci, Ida della Favorita, Danilo

Migni’s Eugenio, Nilla Melograni, Fosco Mecherini’s

multi-champion Germano and, also from Livorno,

Mara del Boccaccio, Enzo Guerrieri’s Dazzo who

was champion at Bibbona. The Florentine cows are

also very fine, such as Oliva, the “del Colle” Lento

who was junior champion at Bastia 2003, and Fadia,

the Chiaris’ multi-titled Eugenio, the winner of two

editions of the National Show. This rich collection of

extraordinary individuals includes numerous mothers

of bulls tested at the genetic centre. There are 45 fa-

thers of the excellent cows, and the leader among

them is Dazzo, with 7 daughters, followed by the

evergreen Eugenio with 4, with Lio, Fabio, and

Moriero following with 3 daughters each. Last come

Fanfullo, Iovoso, Faldo, Falto, Filiberto, Fondo, Man-

drillo, and Mammut del Chiostro with 2 daughters

each. The average Cow Selection Index for the 78 ex-

cellent cows is 102.5. The cow with the highest CSI

is Giancarlo Marcucci’s Ramona di Moglie, the result

of an “ad hoc” mating (Lio x Mandrillo) which shot

her index up to 131.5. Following close behind are t-

wo cows who are both out of Dazzo: these are Rarità

di Pergo from Arezzo, Danilo Pucci’s Mandrillo, with

a CSI of 126.7, and Rumba di Polledraia, daughter of

Lio and the well-known Lauretta di Polledraia, owned

by Silvia Baroncelli, who boasts a CSI of 123.6.

ROMAGNOLA BREED

(see Table 3)

There are a total of 19 Excellent cows for the Ro-

magnola breed, with 10 in the province of Ravenna

and 9 in the province of Forlì, spread out over 13

farms. The farm with the highest number of Excellent

cows of this breed is Gianluca Giuliani’s “Ville Unite”

in Ravenna, with cows that include – in addition to I-

ra and Ninfa, the daughters of V.U. Eolo and V.U. I-

vanhoe, respectively, and Senior Grand Champions of

the past two editions of the National – Luna, the Ban-

dolero who was the Grand Senior Reserve Champion

of the 2002 National. In second place we find the Da-

ga brothers’ Forlì “Mezza Cà” farm which, with 3 Ex-

cellent cows, has by now finished the initial “new en-

try” phase and become a certainty. In addition to V.U.

Mariposa, daughter of Imbattibile and V.U. Letizia, a

2nd-generation Excellent from the family of Cesari-

na, the young “star” of the farm is Primula delle

Querce, an Ivanhoe from the family of Faina who, in

addition to already having shone brightly in the most

important rings, such as that of the World Congress in

Gubbio, represents the 4th generation judged excel-

lent in her female line. All the other farms present one

cow apiece, and among them there are interesting in-

dividuals, such as La Viola Ilaria, Senior Female

Champion of the 2004 National and Grand Reserve in

2006, as well as being the breed representative at the

last World Congress. This daughter of Pupo from Gi-

an Michele Graziani’s La Viola farm has also pro-

duced offspring tested at the Genetic Centre. Other

show cows accustomed to the ring are Isabella Babi-

ni, the Calore of the Rivalona farm in Ravenna, for-

merly the National Junior Champion at Reggio Emil-

ia 2000; Amanda, the 2nd-generation Excellent Az-

zurro of the Donati farm in Lugo (Ravenna), Cham-

pion of the 2003 National and mother of tested bulls;

Ravenna’s Monica, a VU Eolo owned by Simone

Pozzi with all the characteristics necessary for mak-

ing a great contribution to the breed. The veteran

Dalila, Giuliani’s Buono, also has an honourable
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show record, in addition to being the mother of Ville

Unite Neff, a bull widely used in AI. Among the y-

ounger cows, worthy of note are Orchidea, Verlicchi’s

Bandolero, another representative of the family of

Faina and Junior Champion of the 2003 National.

With 91 points, her mother, Cleopatra, daughter of

Azzurro, is currently the dam with the highest score

for the breed, and is winding up her career at Pietro

Tassinari’s “Prato” farm in Forlì. The last to be men-

tioned in this impressive group is Fardini Quieta, the

lovely V.U. Naif owned by Marinello Mascheri, out-

going Junior Champion of the last Reggio National.

The group of fathers of Excellent cows is quite large.

The leader is Azzurro, with 4 daughters, followed by

Emiro, V.U. Eolo, and V.U. Ivanhoe with 2 daughters

each. As for the genetic merit of these cows, the aver-

age CSI is a respectable 108.8. The highest CSI be-

longs to Ville Unite Ira, daughter of Vu Eolo, with

120.2, followed by Orchidea delle Querce, Verlicchi’s

Bandolero, with CSI 119.8, and Ville Unite Luna,

Giuliani’s Bandolero of the family of Sofia, with a C-

SI of 116.6, just to mention the top three. The names

of the farms making up the list are, as can be seen,

very prestigious, including many well-known names

that participate regularly in shows. One last note: the

absence of cows classified as Excellent in the

province of Bologna is quite surprising.

MAREMMANA BREED

(see Table 4)

There is no lack of Excellent cows for the Marem-

mana breed which, in spite of its relatively limited

numbers, boasts a total of 40, of which 35 belong to 7

farms of the province of Rome and 5 are in Latina,

concentrated at the Mascetti Sbardella farm of Cister-

na. A consideration may be made for the provinces of

Grosseto and Viterbo, absent on this list in spite of the

fact that they have farms of consolidated tradition and

great prestige. The leader of this special classification

is the SPQR- Comune di Roma farm, with 14 Excel-

lent cows, followed by the Castelporziano estate with

11, the Torrecchia Nuova Mascetti Sbardella farm in

Latina with 5, the Agricultural University of Tolfa and

the Istituto Sperimentale per la Zootecnia of Tor-

mancina with 3 cows each, the Giulio Pierangelini

farm with 2, and the Torre in Pietra S. Angelo and San

Pietro farms, with one cow each. Also significant is

the number of cows – 14 – with a score higher than

90 points. The cow with the best evaluation not only

within the Maremmana breed, but of all five breeds,

is Megera Castelporziano, a daughter of the great Ri-

minino of the Presidential Estate, with a score of 94

points. This cow is in excellent company, because on

the same estate there are 3 other cows judged with 93

points. These are Nesea, Nisa, and Opa, all with the

same score, the first being a daughter of Iacco and the

other two daughters of Frontone. There are 2 cows

with 92 points: the no. 408 of the Pierangelini farm,

and Ostera, a Fidio of the Castelporziano estate. The

7 cows classified with 91 points are all in the province

of Rome and are on 5 different farms. Two of these

are daughters of the bull VT 101413 of the SPQR-Co-

mune di Roma farm. Another is the cow 3/03 of the

Agricultural University of Tolfa. On the other hand,

the San Pietro farm is the owner of Oliva, daughter of

Antracite, while another cow, marked CV, belongs to

the Istituto Sperimentale of Tormancina. The last 2,

Numesia and Onfale, strengthen the already numer-

ous group of “Excellents” of Castelporziano and are

the daughters of Fidio and Iacco, respectively. There

are 16 cows with CSIs higher than 100. 13 of these are

in the province of Rome, on the Torre in Pietra S. An-

gelo farm, at the Istituto Sperimentale of Tormancina,

and on the Castelporziano estate; the latter has 11 of

them, also because of the congruous number of ani-

mals undergoing performance tests at the Alberese

Centre. Among the latter it is Nisa Castelporziano that

has the highest CSI, with 111.4. The remaining 3 Ex-

cellent cows with high CSIs are in Cisterna di Latina,

on the Mascetti Sbardella farm, and among all of

them a stand-out is Energia, the veteran daughter of

Fidone and Senior Reserve Champion and winner of

the Migni trophy at the last Allumiere National,

whose CSI is 123.8.

PODOLICA BREED

(see Table 5)

The 15 Excellent cows of the Podolica breed are for

the most part Calabrian, and are all daughters of farm

bulls. The only cow of Basilicata is Valentina, a

daughter of Giorgio owned by breeder Giovanni Pa-

funti of Potenza. The 14 Calabrian cows are scattered

among 10 farms in the province of Cosenza. The

group containing the highest number is Francesco

Martucci’s farm, with 3, followed by those of Ugo Ri-

tacco and the Francesco“Ciccio” Caruso farm, with 2

Excellent cows each. The best evaluation belongs to

Primavera, a daughter of Spagnolo of the Martucci

farm, classified with 91 points. The highest CSI,

101.2 points, is that of Brandoria, daughter of CS

100805 bred by Rosario Coppola. With the images of

the beautiful 2006 Camigliatello National still im-

pressed in our minds thanks to the numerous top lev-

el cows, the absence of well-known major farms in

Calabria, Basilicata, and Apulia from the group of

morphologically “elite” cows is quite puzzling.

Our sincerest congratulations go to all the breeders of

the Excellent cows. Animals of this calibre represent

the cream of their breeds, as well as a spendable im-

age of functional beauty that helps promote the good

work of their breeders, for whom such brilliant results

are certainly fully deserved!



V
ac

ch
e 

o
tt

im
o

 -
 T

ab
. 1



V
ac

ch
e 

o
tt

im
o

 -
 T

ab
. 2



V
ac

ch
e 

o
tt

im
o

 -
 T

ab
. 2



V
ac

ch
e 

o
tt

im
o

 -
 T

ab
. 3



V
ac

ch
e 

o
tt

im
o

 -
 T

ab
. 4



V
ac

ch
e 

o
tt

im
o

 -
 T

ab
. 5





22 - Taurus International 3.2006

by Daniele Caimmi
Ancona APA (Provincial Breeders’ Association) Coordinator

AUCTIONS

T
he first test cycle of the Heifers Centre lo-

cated in the province of Ancona, hosted by

the farm of the Municipality of Fabriano

and run by the APA (Provincial Breeders’ Associ-

ation) in collaboration with ANABIC, Istituto

Tecnico Agrario (Agricultural Technical Insti-

tute), and the Municipality of Fabriano, has been

completed.

The results of this first experience are quite satis-

factory. In the month of June, 16 heifers entered

and, after a three-month period of adaptation to

the pasture, were weighed every 20 days, as spec-

ified by the Centre’s operational protocol.

On 6 December 2006, a board of experts appoint-

ed by the ANABIC scored the heifers: only 2

were judged unsuitable. The CSI was then elabo-

rated and, to our satisfaction, proved to be very

positive; in fact, the heifers are all Bull Mothers

with a fairly high index.

Lastly, on 26 January 2007 the animals were fer-

tilized according to a mating plan prepared by the

ANABIC, mainly taking into account the calving

ease.

Thus everything is ready for organizing the auc-

tion that will be held on THURSDAY, 12 APRIL

at the farm of the Municipality of Fabriano, situ-

ated in the locality of Putido – Fabriano.

Breeders will be able to purchase pregnant Bull

Mothers adapted to grazing and, in addition, com-

ing from an organic farm.

It should not be forgotten that for breeders resid-

ing in the Marches region, a regional grant is

available for purchasing livestock at an auction.

So you are all invited to take part in the 1st edi-

tion of the Auction, which will feature the follow-

ing animals:

Reg. No. Date of Birth Pts. CSI Father Mother Paternal grandfather Maternal grandfather

IT041990010889 11/05/05 84 103.4 Pargolo PS115396 041000027953 PS110770
067990001229

IT041990010891 12/05/05 84 109.0 Indio 025PS003C046 MC131056 MC135143
044AN002C016

IT041990010894 17/05/05 88 107.7 Indio 025PS003C043 MC131056 MC135143
044AN002C016

IT041990015169 05/06/05 83 103.4 Opapo 043000004996 033MC068B004 043000003661
043000004880

IT041990015173 28/07/05 84 108.0 Opapo 043000066449 033MC068B004 MC128587
043000004880

IT041990015175 30/07/05 83 103.2 Normo 041000025733 043000016071 PS114978
043000058303

IT041990016382 01/06/05 88 113.6 Nimrod 041000043456 PS116651 MC130819
042000042093

IT041990016396 29/06/05 83 116.6 Nimrod 041000028657 PS116651 034AN035C002
042000042093

IT041990020052 01/07/05 84 110.2 Leo 041000082599 PS116651 AN122030
043000003454

IT042990003627 26/07/05 83 118.8 Mugello 042000030104 MC135469 AN123750
043000017971

IT042990006100 23/06/05 83 106.4 Bilio 041000045799 MC109752 043000003681
MC125979

IT042990006103 31/07/05 84 106.4 Bilio 041000045812 MC109752 AN128313
MC125979

IT042990007220 02/07/05 83 105.8 Pinolo 042000033546 PE105642 AN130757
042000034294

IT042990008262 20/07/05 84 107.4 Damasco 042000015219 AN115254 AN126950
MC131056

The first auction of the
Fabriano Heifers Centre

The heifers being tested

For further information, contact the Provincial Breeders’ Association of Ancona.
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by Ettore Sbardella
Roberta Guarcini

T
he Mascetti Sbardella Farm, a historic

stronghold of the Maremmana breed situ-

ated in the locality known as Torrecchia

Nuova, in Cisterna di Latina, is the emblem of

an area that saw the breed as the uncontested

queen before the reclamation operations in the

Agro Pontino (Pontine Marshes) plain, and was

recently host to a successful meeting of AN-

ABIC experts held last October. The lovely farm

in Torrecchia Nuova, set into a unique environ-

mental context, the particularly precise manage-

ment of the breeding and, last but not least, the

cattle of indisputably high quality lead us to pre-

sent it through the pages of Taurus in a more ex-

tensive way than the reviews of the technical

meetings and shows have allowed us up to now.

The farm, which is currently owned by brothers

Filippo and Gabriele Sbardella, has belonged to

their family for three generations: sold in 1908

by Prince Don Felice Borghese, it was purchased

by brothers Ettore, Giulio, and Filippo Sbardel-

la, who had previously been its tenants. The

property, which has an area of 832 hectares

(2,056 acres), is divided between seed crops and

grains (maize, wheat, barley, and oats), grazing

areas, and woods. The farm’s most marginal

lands are used for 150 head of Maremmana cat-

tle which have always been registered in the

Herdbook, of which 60 are dairy cows. Up to

December 2005, there was also a group of

Frisona e Bruna *** Holstein and Brown dairy

cows, which had been a part of the farm since

1950; the closing of this part of the activity due

to reduced profitability, certainly a painful deci-

sion for the Sbardella brothers, was unfortunate-

ly a fate shared by numerous farms of central I-

taly in recent years, particularly in the regions

most heavily hit by Blue Tongue disease, which

were forced to cope with lengthy restrictions on

the handling of their cattle.

HISTORY

To trace the origins of the farm, it is necessary to

go back in time, to the late 1800s.

At the time the farm was quite large, totalling

over 5,000 hectares (12,355 acres), and the man-

agement, with the reduced cultivation possibili-

ties due to the total lack of mechanical equip-

Locality: Torrecchia Nuova, Cisterna (Latina)
Total farm area: 832 hectares (2,056 acres)
Size of herd: 150 head of Maremmana cattle

“A feather in the cap”…
of the Maremmana breed
“A feather in the cap”…
of the Maremmana breed

“Mascetti e Sbardella S.n.c.” Farm
owned by Filippo and Gabriele Sardella

The series of articles devoted to farms which, for the genetic quality of the livestock and the breeders’ management skills,

are high points in the breeding of the Italian breeds, continues today with the Maremmana. In this issue we are presenting

the Torrecchia Nuova farm in the province of Latina.

Selection comes naturally 
at Torrecchia Nuova!
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ment, was focused almost exclusively on the

open-pasture raising of Sopravvisana sheep,

horses, and Maremmana cattle.

There were over 300 Maremmana dams on the

farm, for both meat and work, with the latter cat-

egory being of primary importance because the

Maremmana oxen were, at that time, the tractors

of agriculture, the TIRs of the roads, and the mo-

tive power of numerous activities.

In his engravings, Piranesi shows the carts

drawn by the Maremmana oxen loaded with

heavy blocks of travertine, passing in front of

the Colosseum; the meat of the bullocks of this

breed, the only one bred in the entire Tuscan-La-

tian Maremma area, was of good quality, well

appreciated and commanded a good market

price.

For a long time the Maremmana was the leading

breed of the Italian farm; for the sake of history,

it should be remembered that in the 1930s Italy

exported cattle, establishing, with excellent re-

sults, several Maremmana breeding farms in Al-

bania and Libya.

The decline of the breed began with the spread

of mechanization, and progressively increased

with time until a serious crisis was caused in the

years 1950-1960 and 1970-1980; during these

periods, the oxen, replaced by machines, were

no longer used for work, and the meat, consid-

ered to be of poor quality, was practically ex-

cluded from the market. Because of an inexplic-

able and senseless xenomania, it was replaced

with meat imported from abroad, wrongly

thought to be of better quality.

The resulting profound crisis caused a dramatic

reduction in the number of Maremmana live-

stock breeding farms, 90% of which were sup-

pressed.

Believing that the breeding of Maremmana cat-

tle is still the best use of woody pastures and the

farm’s marginal areas, and also because of their

passion, respect, and affection for this noble and

prestigious breed, the Sbardella farm has always

carried on with its breeding, even if with small-

er numbers, and continued the selection work for

the genetic improvement of the breed up to the

present time.

PRECISE MANAGEMENT

The recent changes in the farm’s production pol-

icy have opened larger areas for the Maremmana

herd, which lives outdoors all year round, ex-

ploiting both the natural perennial polyphyte

pastures and the wooded bush areas that distin-

guish the most marginal areas of Torrecchia N-

uova. The characteristics of rusticity, frugality,

s t r u c t u r a l

functionality,

resistance to

disease, fer-

tility, striking

maternal ap-

titude, and

longevity, an

acquired her-

itage for the

Maremmana

breed, make

it competi-

tive and mod-

ern, in har-

mony with

the current

production policies, focusing more on quality

productions obtained from livestock in condi-

tions of good welfare and with a low environ-

mental impact than on a forced extreme evolu-

tion of production records. Anyone who has had

the possibility and the privilege to visit the farm

will have surely been surprised by the tone of the

cattle, in excellent conditions regardless of the

different production phases. In fact, each animal

has at its disposal three hectares (7.4 acres) of

polyphyte grazing land, and in the winter the an-

imals can find shelter in the bush, feeding on

tree and shrub species. During the harsher sea-

sons, both summer and winter, their diet is sup-

plemented with hay produced on the farm. The

limitation of the feed costs and the fact that no

shelters are needed make the activity more com-

petitive from the economic standpoint, but it

would be ingenuous to think that the farm’s “low

management” is synonymous with approxima-

tion and superficiality. Indeed, the Torrecchia N-

uova herd is followed precisely and with great

passion. This translates into productive efficien-

cy of the cows, which are fertile, long-lived,

with correct and functional udders, and capable

of ensuring rapid growth in their calves. The

calvings, which are totally spontaneous, are con-

centrated in the spring, the period that also coin-

cides with the marking of the animals born the

previous year. On the farm, the calvers are fol-

lowed with particular care, checked regularly al-

so thanks to routine pregnancy check-ups, which

make it possible to have a good idea of the calv-

ing date. In April, a bull is introduced into each

herd of cows, and will remain until the end of

August. The service groups are controlled and

the bulls are chosen on the basis of their pedi-

gree and morphology. The sires currently work-

ing on the farm are Orso S., Primo S., and Petro-

nio dell’Alberese, the latter purchased from the

Centre, Filippo Sardella
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Alberese Bullock Selection Centre. Among

these bulls, Orso S. stands out for the length of

his trunk, muscle development, and rump cor-

rectness, Primo S. displays considerable typicity

and style, and Petronio, younger than the other t-

wo, has a pedigree totally outside of the lines p-

resent in the herd. The Sbardella brothers devote

particular care to the genetic planning of their

cattle, avoiding closely related bloodlines and

making sure there is the broadest possible vari-

ability in terms of lines and families. In the past,

the farm has also resorted to crosses with Charo-

lais bulls for the production of crossbred animals

for fattening. This practice was suspended years

ago, also owning to the progressive improve-

ment of the beef conformation reached by the

Maremmana thanks to selection.

PRODUCTION POLICY

For centuries the dynamic aptitude of the

Maremmana made it the top breed for the pro-

duction of work oxen, an important source of in-

come for the Mascetti Sbardella farm up until the

last post-war period. Today the animals bred in

Torrecchia Nuova are mostly used for beef pro-

duction. Once they are weaned, usually in Octo-

ber, and at an average age of 6 months, the male

calves are sorted to identify candidates for enter-

ing the Alberese Bullock Selection Centre. As for

the females, the selection of the heifers for re-

placement servicing takes place at the age of one

year. The remaining animals, mainly males, are

sold for reproduction or destined for fattening,

which is carried out with the farm’s own prod-

ucts. The fattened heifers are butchered at around

15 months of age and a live weight of around 400

kg. At the same age the males weigh an average

of 500 kg and are sold to local butchers. Up to to-

day, the females not used for the farm’s replace-

ment servicing have been destined for fattening

but, considering the growing number of breeders

interested in purchasing heifers, it is presumable

that they, too, will find places on other farms in

the future. After a long phase during which the

Maremmana breed saw its numbers decrease, in

recent years there has fortunately been a distinct

reversal of the trend, which has led to the dou-

bling of the number of animals registered with

the Herdbook, which now includes 8,000 ani-

mals. This has also been thanks to the Communi-

ty aid provided by the EU for breeds whose num-

bers are decreasing. If we add to this the obtain-

ing of a DOP (Protected Denomination of Origin)

mark, for which the procedures have already

been initiated, the prospects for the breed’s future

appear encouraging.

THE ALBERESE BULLOCK CENTRE: 

A VALUABLE POINT 

OF REFERENCE

The Mascetti Sbardella farm regularly sends the

best male animals to the Alberese Bullock Se-

lection Centre, which has reached its 10th cycle

of performance tests. The bull Giulianello has by

now become legend: with an average daily gain

of 1,700 grams, he was purchased at the 1998

auction for Lire 8,200,000, bringing a knock-

down price that has yet to be surpassed. The con-

stant improvements achieved over a relatively

short time, as far as the early maturation and

muscle development of the tested bulls are con-

cerned, convinced Filippo Sbardella to contact

the centre for the purchase of bulls. An example

of this decision is Petronio dell’Alberese, who

completed the 2003 cycle and was purchased at

the next year’s auction for his pedigree totally

unrelated to the lines present on the farm.

THE SHOWS, WHAT A PASSION!

The Torrecchia Nuova farm is a fixed presence

at the Maremmana show events, which have al-

ways been honoured with competitive teams re-

warded, over the years, with flattering results. A-

mong the most significant placements, worthy of

note are the grand champion titles for senior and

junior females won at Bastia ’98, where the farm

had been present with an extremely competitive

team. This success was repeated at the National

Show of Campoverde (Latina) in 2000, when the

farm won the award for Junior Female Grand

Champion. The beautiful National Show of Al-

lumiere 2006 further enriched the farm’s record

of honours with the brilliant results achieved by

Primo S., Senior Male Reserve Champion, and

Energia, a lovely 11-year-old dam who was

named Grand Senior Female Reserve Champion

and won the trophy named after Lucio Migni,

for the cow with the best productive career. It

should be pointed out how the morphological

model of the cattle selected on this farm is ex-

tremely modern in its striking muscle develop-

ment, width of transverse diameters, length, and

trunk volumes, combined with an undisputable

typicity. With similar bases, the successes at-

tained in shows are “icing on the cake”.

A TRADITION 

LOOKING TOWARD THE FUTURE

The Pontine Marshes, before the reclamation op-

erations that transformed them into an enclave

reserved for intensive agriculture, were a heav-
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enly paradise for the Maremmana, and the

homeland of the greatest “butteri” (cowboys),

locally called “cavalcanti” (riders). Those who

were able to see that world, which has disap-

peared today, still speak of it with nostalgia, and

this gives an idea of how strongly it was felt.

The grazing lands and bush areas of Torrecchia

Nuova, with the free-ranging cattle tended by

cowboys on horseback are a captivating and

spendable image for the farm, which is planning

to convert some of its beautiful farmhouses into

tourist farm structures. In fact, the shortening of

the production chain is an interesting way to en-

hance the farm’s productions, and the Sbardella

brothers are considering this option, also to be

able to adequately place the fine meat produced

on its lands. Moreover, being a faunal-hunting

site with an attractive landscape, selective hunt-

ing is another development possibility. The an-

cient tradition characterizing the Maremmana

breed thus becomes an opportunity for Torrec-

chia Nuova which, in addition to being able to

boast a unique historic heritage, looks to the fu-

ture with entrepreneurial spirit and great pas-

sion, for which we can only express to Filippo

and Gabriele our sincerest best wishes for their

success!

Two splendid Maremmana specimens
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IN-DEPTH ANALYSES

F
inding a definition of animal welfare that
can include all the aspects concerning the
physiological and psychological elements

of an animal has been a subject of discussion a-
mong sector scholars in recent years. According
to the United Kingdom’s Farm Animal Welfare
Council (FAWC), the animal must be free of
thirst, hunger, malnutrition, discomfort, pain,
diseases, fear, and anxiety, and must be able to
express the behavioural traits of its species. To
cite Broom and Johnson’s definition, “The wel-
fare of an individual is its state as regards its at-
tempts to cope with its environment.” From this
definition it emerges that welfare is a quantita-
tive, not qualitative, variable: that is, there are
various levels of welfare in relation to the vari-
ous environmental conditions.
It is possible, in fact, that animals suffer certain
“crises” deriving from the sudden change in en-
vironmental conditions: weaning, transport, di-
et changes, and the formation of groups are the
most typical examples. Presupposing the onset
of these “crises” which can be associated with
particular phases, it is, however, important to
ascertain the animals’ environmental adaptation
attempt during the phases following the stress-
ful event considered. For example, it is normal
for there to be alterations after a lengthy trans-
port stress; in this sense, it is the legislator’s du-
ty to regulate this practice in a precise way in
order to define its limits of acceptability and
prevent the consequences being exceedingly se-
rious. Careful observation can enable the oper-
ator to evaluate the degree of the animal’s well-
being on the basis of the adaptation effort need-
ed and, of course, the effectiveness of such an
effort. Therefore, the level of welfare will be
lower if the animal is forced to make a consid-
erable, lengthy effort to adapt to the environ-
ment, and it will be seen in changes in biologi-
cal functions. Another and decisive worsening
of the situation will derive from an animal’s in-
ability to react with an adequate adaptive re-
sponse to the environmental conditions. (A-
madori M. et al). The difficulties in relating to
the environment are brought together into actu-
al indicators of poor welfare, for example: low-
er life expectancy, a worsening of growth and

reproductive functions, the presence of traumas
and injuries, greater susceptibility to diseases,
and anomalous behaviours (stereotypies). Suf-
fering and poor welfare often appear together,
but it may happen that the animal does not suf-
fer, even if it is in conditions of poor welfare.
This means that the term of “welfare” has a
rather broad meaning. For example, an injured
animal may not feel pain, thanks to the effects
of the analgesic opioids of endogenous origin
(endorphins) or the administration of anal-
gesics. It is obvious that the degree of welfare
would be lower if the animal also felt pain, but
just the presence of injuries alone must be con-
sidered an indicator of poor welfare.
Animal welfare is an aspect that is acquiring in-
creasing importance. The consumer, as shown
by university studies (Musto M.), is increasing-
ly “sensitive” to the themes connected with re-
spect for animals, since it is considered decisive
for the quality of the entire production chain. In
fact, at the time of purchase the consumer
seems to be influenced not only by the price of
the product, but wants to be certain that it has
been obtained in a situation of respect of the an-
imal and the environment.
For the regulation and protection of animals
during transport and the related operations, the
European Council issued, on 22 December
2004, regulation no. 1/2005, taking effect on 5
January 2007. The Protocol on protection and
welfare of animals requires that in formulating
and implementing agriculture and transport

ANIMAL WELFARE:
What has changed since 1 January 2007
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policies, the Community and the Member S-
tates are to pay full regard to the welfare re-
quirements of animals. The Council adopted
rules in the field of the transport of animals in
order to eliminate technical barriers to trade in
live animals and to allow market organisations
to operate smoothly, while ensuring a satisfac-
tory level of protection for the animals con-
cerned.
The Member States see that the following mea-
sures are applied:

1) The duration of the journey: for journeys
of over 8 hours, called “long journeys”, the
transporter must fill out the “journey log”,
containing 5 sections (journey planning,
place of departure, place of destination,
transporter’s statement and form for report-
ing of anomalies). For this kind of journey,
the competent authorities issue a certificate
of approval to means of transport that con-
form to the requirements stated below. For
journeys of under 8 hours (but over 65 km),
the transporter must fill in a register, giving
simple indications concerning the load, the
unloading of the animals, the date and place
of disinfection, and the expected journey du-
ration.

2) The means of transport must be construct-
ed in such a way that the faeces cannot leak
or fall out of the vehicle, and must have ad-
equate equipment for the cleaning and disin-
fecting to be carried out after each journey.
They must be equipped with a ventilation
system designed, constructed, and main-
tained so that at any time the temperature in-
side the vehicle will be guaranteed to be be-
tween 5°C and 30°C. The vehicle must also
have an alarm system to warn the driver
when the temperature in the compartments
carrying the animals touches the top or bot-
tom limit. The ventilation system must en-
sure a regular distribution of air (rated ca-

pacity of
60m3/h/KN of
useful load) and
be able to func-
tion during stops
for at least 4
hours. The tem-
perature and ven-
tilation data must
be recorded by a
specific control
system that can
be checked by

the competent authorities.
Starting 1 January 2007, new road transport
vehicles making journeys longer than 8
hours must be equipped with a navigation
system allowing the recording and transmis-
sion of information equivalent to those men-
tioned in the journey log. This system must
keep the recordings made for at least three
years, permitting their checking by the com-
petent authorities.
Each means of transport must provide for
the space to be available for each animal as
shown in Table 1. The areas may vary on the
basis not only of the weight and dimensions,
but also of the physical condition of the ani-
mals, the weather conditions, and the proba-
ble duration of the journey.

3) The professional categories: in addition to
the technical novelties envisaged by the di-
rective, new professional categories are de-
fined

- the transporter, “any natural or legal person
transporting animals on his own account, or
for the account of a third party”; the trans-
porter designates a natural person responsi-
ble for the transport and ensures that the in-
formation on the scheduling, execution, and
completion of the part of the journey under
his responsibility may be obtained at any
time.

- the organiser, “a transporter who has sub-
contracted to at least one other transporter
for a part of a journey; or a natural or legal
person who has contracted to more than one
transporter for a journey; or a person who
has signed Section 1 of the journey log”,
plans the long journeys within the EU and to
third countries, ensuring that the animals’
welfare is guaranteed for each journey.

- the keeper, “any natural or legal person, ex-
cept a transporter, in charge of or handling
animals whether on a permanent or tempo-
rary basis”, checks that all the animals arriv-

Table 1
Available spaces to be guaranteed for each animal during road transport

Category Calf live weight Area

Young farm-bred calf 50 kg 0.30-0.40 m2

Medium calves 110 kg 0.0-0.70 m2

Heavy calves 200 kg 0.70-0.95 m2

Medium livestock 325 kg 0.95-1.30 m2

Large-size livestock 550 kg 1.30-1.60 m2

Very large-size livestock >700 kg >1.60 m2
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ing in a place of transit or place of destina-
tion are fit for transport, checks for any
pathologies or injuries and checks all the
items listed in the journey log.

4) Control posts, formerly referred to as stag-
ing points, are places for resting animals for
a period of at least 12 hours; each control
post has a recognition number and is under
the control of an official veterinarian who
guarantees the observance of the regula-
tions. Each control post must be situated, de-
signed, built, and managed so as to guaran-
tee a sufficient biosafety to prevent the
spread of diseases and to guarantee cleaning
and disinfection operations in full compli-
ance with the animal safety regulations. Be-
tween one consignment and the next, there
must be a sanitary break of at least 24 hours
after a maximum of six days of use.

Furthermore, starting 1 January 2007, Legisla-
tive Decree 331/98 (implementation of Direc-
tive 97/2/EC laying down minimum standards
for the protection of calves), identifying the re-
quirements for the housing of calves. From 1
January, the specifications stated below will al-
so be applied to farms with fewer than 6 calves;
moreover, as per Regulation no. 1782/2003, ac-
cess to the direct income support in agriculture
will be conditional on compliance with the reg-
ulations in effect relating to animal welfare.
The decree states that no calf over 8 weeks of
age shall be confined in an individual pen un-
less ordered by a veterinarian for isolation from
the group for diagnostic and therapeutic treat-
ment. The width of the individual pen must be
at least equal to the height of the calf at the
withers, and the length must be at least equal to
the calf’s body length. The pens must have per-
forated dividing walls which allow the calves to
have direct visible and tactile contact.

The buildings must be adequately designed on
the basis of the herd numbers, in order to guar-
antee sufficient space for the animals, i.e. the
available free space in which the animal can
turn around and lie down without trouble.
The stalls must be built in such a way as to al-
low each calf to lie down, stand up, and care for
itself without difficulty.
The floors must not be slippery and must permit
an easy collection of faeces. Temperature, hu-
midity, and airing of the building must be mon-
itored and kept under control, avoiding accu-
mulations of ammonia and carbon dioxide. The
animals must be guaranteed a certain number of
hours of light and dark. A diet suitable for their
age and weight and which meets their behav-
ioural and physiological needs must be admin-
istered, in order to guarantee good health con-
ditions. For this purpose, the feed must have an
iron content sufficient to reach a haemoglobin
level of at least 4.5 mmol/litre: a daily dose of
fibrous feed must be administered to each calf
after the second week of age, and the quantity
must be raised from 50 to 250 grams/day for
calves between 8 and 20 weeks of age. Each
calf must receive bovine colostrum as soon as
possible after birth, and in any case within the
first 6 hours of life. Furthermore, cauterization
of the horn buds and castration are allowed if
performed before three weeks or sexual maturi-
ty, respectively, in any case taking care to limit
suffering as much as possible.
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Table 2
Free space available for each calf in a stall

Calf live weight Area

<150 kg ≥1.5 m2

>150 kg and <220 kg ≥1.7 m2

>220 kg ≥1.8 m2






